
Honors Advanced Algebra     Mrs. Olesen                   Room: 223 
Class website address:  www.drakehs.org/staff/olesen Email: jolesen@tamdistrict.org Phone: 415- 945-3600 ext. 4221 
Text: Discovering Advanced Algebra ISBN  978-1-55953-984-5  and Big Ideas Math Algebra 2    
 
Honors Advanced Algebra is part of the basic foundation sequence in college preparatory mathematics.  This honors option is 
designed to parallel the regular Advanced Algebra course of study.  The course covers that content at a more rapid pace, allowing 
time to further explore more challenging applications of the concepts and enrichment topics.  Homework, projects, and other 
supplemental work will require on average 45 minutes to 1 hour per night.  Stop right now and think- if you are a person who 
doesn’t do HW then this is not the class for you.  

 
The course is intended for students who have shown strong mastery of the concepts presented in Algebra and Geometry and who 
meet the admissions requirements for this honors course.  These very competent, successful mathematics students will be provided 
with extra challenges in addition to standard course work.  The course of study can be found at the class website.  The course 
satisfies 10 credits of the Tamalpais Union High School District 30 credit mathematics graduation requirement.   
 
Lessons are designed for students to learn the basics and then to think critically to solve more difficult problems.  Students will 
spend class time working with a partner and solving problems in teams.  There will be time also for individual problem solving.  
Typically Team Problems are problems that are more complex and will benefit from thinking and sharing ideas.  Solutions to most 
problem sets will be posted on the class website. 
 
Class Website 
The class website is an important part of this course.  The lesson agenda, assignments, and solutions to the problem sets are posted.  
Students are expected to use the solutions to correct and revise their work.  Calendars and other tools are posted. 
 

 
Assignments: 
Students will learn most of the course content by completing the assignments, correcting and revising work.  Most of the time 
answers or solutions to the problems will be posted on the class webpage.  Assignments should have neat, accurate and 
complete solutions in an organized fashion.  An assignment could be graded on format, quality, effort, completeness, 
correctness, and that it was checked and revised.   Assignments will be due at the next class meeting.  If a pattern of not having 
the work done and showing it to me on time starts or suggestions to improve you work are not followed then I will contact your 
parents to let them know.  In general, No late work will be accepted unless you have an excused absence or you meet with me 
after school and we agree upon an extension.  Absent make-up work is due as soon as possible but within one week of your 
return to class.  You need to do a replacement to make-up any classwork you miss.  Please remind me to check it. 
 
Math Contests 
Honors students participate in at least two math contests each semester held during lunch.  Each contest is 30 minutes with 6 
problems to solve.  The points earned on the contest will count towards one quiz grade per semester.  More info about this will 
be given in class.  
 
Absent/make-up work:  Check the class website when you miss a class meeting first to see an overview of what we did and often 
to download any handouts.  Phone another student in the class to check in too.  If you need to pick up handouts… see me.  If you 
miss notes you have a couple of options.  (1)  Study that section in your textbook- read the material and try the example 
problems by covering up the solution and looking only as needed and show them to me;  (2)  Copy a classmate’s notes and study 
as you do so or better yet have them teach you the lesson.  Remember to show me your work; (3) Find the topic covered from 
the website and then watch a related video lesson on that concept and take notes and show them to me. 
 
 
Missed Test or Quiz Make-up Options- You are responsible for letting me know you missed the quiz or test.  Let me know 
which of these options you will use to make-up the assessment:  
In Class the next Block Day   or the next available HW club:       Monday or Thursday after school     (meet me in my room first) or                                                                             
Wednesday Tutorial- first and second tutorials both (please think of all your classes you missed when planning)                                                  
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.drakehs.org/staff/olesen
mailto:jolesen@tuhsd.marin.k12.ca.us
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Common Core Mathematical Practices:  

 Make sense of problems and persevere in solving 
them.  

 Reason abstractly and quantitatively.  

 Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning.  

 Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning 
of others.  

 Model with mathematics.  

 Use appropriate tools strategically.  

 Attend to precision.  

 Look for and make use of structure.  

Grades 
I use the district A+  eschool gradebook (Home Access). Check if you are getting credit for work using the online grades once a 
week. A computer works best compared to an ipad or phone.   If you see discrepancies then please check in with me right away 
after school Monday – Thursday.    
 
Report Card Grade Weighting 
A standard grading scale will be used (Cutoff for an A- is 90%  & Cutoff for an A is 93% Cutoff for an A+ is 98%...) Each report card 
will give a cumulative grade since the start of the semester. I assign points for each item.  For tests I record your percentage.  For 
quizzes and team tests I also record your percentage but they count as a fraction of a test.  I use a weighted grade as follows:  

 Assignments, Openers, Notes, Projects, Participation Points…  30% 

 Tests, Quizzes, Final Exam (weighted up to 2 Tests)   70% 
I don’t round up R1, R2, R3, R4, R5, R6 grades.  There is no extra credit unless I assign something to everyone. 
 

   
Semester Grade Weighting (S1 or S2)  
This is what counts for the transcript and for your GPA.  Semester grades could be rounded up by at most 1%.  If a student has 
an 89.2% B+ and their individual test average is an A then I would round their grade to an A-.    For example:  Ashley has a 79.1% 
and Ashley’s individual test grades average to an 83%B.  Ashley’s grade will be rounded up to an 80% and she earns a B- for the 
semester.  Milo has an 89.64% B+ and his individual test scores average to an 85%B.  Milo earns a B+ for the semester (grade is 
not rounded up).   I only look at student grades that would go to the next letter grade B+ to A- but not A- to A)     Honors and 
Extra Grade Points- Discuss this with your counselor. 
 
 
Math help:  Occasionally we all run into a roadblock and we need some extra help.  I am here to help and so are your 
classmates.  If you are struggling with the concepts let me know and then try one of the following:  (1) after school HW 
club or  (2) Tutorial  or (3) video instruction see class website or (4) meeting with me afterschool (this option only once 
in a while) (5) check out counseling office for a list of peer tutors and professional tutors.  If you are feeling lost in the 
mathematics on a regular basis then it is best to consider a level change.  Honors Advanced Algebra to Regular Advanced 
Algebra.   

  

Drake High School Learning Principles: 
Content Literacy and 
Thinking 

Students will demonstrate understanding of subject area Program Goals and critical thinking. 

Creativity and Innovation 
Students will explore, discover, and express unique approaches to problem solving. 

Agency 

Students will take ownership of their learning, cultivate a growth mindset and create solutions 
to their challenges. 
 

Collaboration 

Students will become productive members of diverse teams through strong interpersonal 
communication, a commitment to shared success, leadership, and initiative. 

Community/Experiential/
Authentic Learning 

Students will extend their learning throughout and beyond our classrooms. 

Communication 
Students will articulate information, thoughts and ideas effectively using oral, written and non-
verbal communication skills in a variety of contexts. 
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Classroom Behavior Expectations   

Welcome Back! This is going to be a great school year.  I want to ensure that all my students are successful 
in my math class and enjoy learning. Students have the right to have their time in class be valuable and 
productive.  For this reason, I will explain my classroom behavioral expectations.          

Students Demonstrate a Value for Learning and Growth 

1. We all deserve a peaceful start to each period to maximize learning.  Students will come to class on 
time (be in the room before the bell rings) prepared with all class materials and ready to 
learn.  Students follow the opening of class routine including turning off and parking cellphone in 
assigned spot (cell phone policy), getting textbooks and other supplies for your team, storing your 
backpack/bag and starting the opener problems with their study team within the first 2 minutes of 
class.  This allows class to begin promptly. 

 

2. Often I will ask you to discuss something with your partner or tablemates and then I will need your 
attention to continue with the lesson.  When you hear the chime please stop your conversation, 
turn your body towards the front room, sit up straight and make eye contact with me.  Do this 
quickly.  This will save lots of time over the school year for each lesson so you can learn the content 
and have more time for the practice sets. Another quiet signal I use is when I say “Class” you say 
“yes”.   

 

3. Students have a positive attitude and a desire to understand the mathematical concepts.  They 
participate for the entire class period staying focused on the mathematics.  They are on task and 
engaged in listening, thinking, writing, communicating, questioning, explaining, problem solving 
either individually, with their team members, or a partner.   Students hear other points of view, help 
others, support and encourage each other, volunteer to present or share their team findings or 
individual solution to the whole class.  Students are persistent in their efforts.   

 

4. Students value signature and craftsmanship.  Work/writing is neat, solutions to problems are 
detailed so that the teacher and other class members understand.  The work is organized, spaced 
out, legible, and visually appealing.  Work is corrected and revised as discussed in class.  

Respect for ourselves and others   

5. Students have the right to learn in a safe, clean environment.  Therefore, students must be 
courteous and respectful to other students and staff.  Students treat others as they would like to be 
treated.  Students are honest, show kindness to all, use appropriate language, have good manners, 
keep their voice at a reasonable level or quieter.  Students accept personal responsibility for 
keeping the classroom neat and clean.  They care for the property of others and clean up after 
themselves.  Once the classroom is cleaned up and your group is seated and the bell rings then I (or 
a classmate selected) will dismiss one group at a time.   

https://www.tamdistrict.org/Domain/1465
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6. Students have the right to learn without disruptions or distractions.  Such behavior is unfair to other 
students and to the teacher. It is natural to start talking about something as it comes to your mind 
with those around you but it does distract from the learning so when you catch yourself just get 
back to the math…  Students will remain in their seats unless otherwise directed by the teacher.  
With the exception of water, students will not be allowed to eat, or drink in class.  This is challenging 
with shorter breaks.  Bring snacks to school in your bag and eat them on the way to class.  Please 
finish your snack outside the door before entering the room.  This minimizes distractions and 
ensures that the classroom remains clean and safe for students with food allergies. 

 

7. It is very important that students are in class solving the problems, receiving instruction and 
assistance.   It is difficult for students who leave class frequently to be successful. However, 
occasionally there are times when it is necessary for students to leave the classroom.  For this 
reason, students are given one “bathroom” pass each grading period (3 per semester).  Each unused 
pass is worth a 1% raise on your final exam percentage score.  Example final exam score 79%, one 
pass turned in would go up to an 80%.  Three passes turned in would go up to an 82%. 

 

8. Students are expected to follow the classroom routines and teacher instructions quickly and 
without disrupting the learning environment.  In this classroom, we demonstrate mutual respect 
and taking responsibility for our own actions. 

 

Classroom Management Plan  

The sole purpose of the class management plan and consequences is to protect students’ right to learn and 

enjoy school and to safeguard our classroom so it is a special learning environment for each student.  If you 

break one of the above rules you will receive a warning and then lose a point on your classroom assignment 

for that day.  If lowering points doesn’t change behavior I will speak briefly with you after class and let you 

know how many points you lost and why.  If I see similar behavior during the rest of the week, I will call 

your parent/guardian.  If there is still no improvement, then we will schedule a longer meeting afterschool 

to work on a way for you to improve before any referral to the administration or a classroom suspension. 

 

Whole Class:  If the majority of the class gets off task or too loud then I will get your attention with the 
quiet signal and give a warning.  Usually that is sufficient.  If it happens again the same period, I will have a 
series of consequences in place with an opportunity to always get back on track to learn the content.  I will 
be clear about the choice the class has and the consequence and I will follow through.   

 

 


